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Monday, the 29th. of April, 1678, theſe following Re:fons were agreed 
" tobe uſed at a Conference with the LORDS, concerning the 
Dangers the Nation #s in by the Growth of Popery. 


the Dangers ariling to this Kingdom trom the reſtlels En- 

' -deavours of Pricſts and Feſuites,and other Popiſh Recuſants, 

to ſubvert the True Religion planted amonyſt us, and to re- 

duce us again under the Bondage of Roman Superſtition and Jdolatry, 

and finding how great boldne's they have aſſumed to the {e]ves from 

the great remiſineſs and connivance of his eXajeſty's Qfficers and 

| Miniſters of Fuſtice, both Civil and Eccleſiaſtical, whereby ſo many 

fa good and neceſſary Laws, heretofore made againſt them, have nor, 

of [ate times, been put in any Efietual Execution : 

They do therefore think it requilite to apply ſome Remedy to 

this growing Evil, eſpecially at this time wherein the Uairy of Afﬀ- 

TJ: FeRions and the mutual Confidence berween is Majeſty and his Peo- 

le, doth ſo much conduce to the Preſervation vi the whole Kingdom. 

And becaule they have found by Experience that all thoſe Applycatt- 

ons they baye formerly made upon this. Subject, have not produced 

; any Effets anſwerable to their Expectations, they have endeayoured 
to diſcover the Cauſes and Grounds thereof, which chey conceive are - 

Principally theſe, A 2 3, The 


T* E Houſe of Commons taking into ſe: ious Conſiderations 


tris If Ne aff "Of COTVINCITE a $11; "rreft by proving theif 
' Ordinations by Authority derived from the Sea of Rome, which 
makes them more confident to appear in Publick, and perform their 
Offices and FunRions without fear of puniſhment, 

2. That Juſtices of the Peace are diſcouraged, becauſe ſeyeral of 
thoſe that have been forward in executing the Laws againſt Pa iſts, 
in ſuch Countries where they.do molt abound, have been turned our 
of Commiſſion, without any apparent Cauſe, whilſt others who have 
been Popiſhly inclined, haye been continued in Commiſſion, or, put 
in de Novo. 

3. Thar in ſeveral Countries many Proteſtant Deſcenters have 
been Indicted under the Notion of Popiſh Recuſants, and the Penal- 
ties of the Laws levyed upon ſuch Proreſiant Deſcenters, when the 
Papiſts there have been either totally, or for the molt part diſcharged. 

4, That the Papiſ?s do evade the Penalties of the Laws, by making 
over their Eſtates by ſecrer Truſts and fraudulent Conveyances, yet 
receiving the Profits of them to their own Uſe and Beneht, whereas 
in former times conliderable Sums of Money were raiſed by the For- 
firures of Popiſh Recuſants ; That now, by the Remiſſneſs of ſome 
and Diſcouragements of oth:rs of his Majelties Officers and Miniſters 
of Juſtice, little or nothing is leyied upon them, or likely to be levy- 
ed hereafter, unleſs the care thereof be committed to perſons Com- 
millionated in the ſevcra] Countries, and the Money ariſing thereof 
applyed to ſome Publick Uſe, for the Advancement of the Proteſtant 
| Religion, which may encourage perſons to feet Executed, 

5. Thar Pcrſons are not diſcouraged to bring -up their Children] 
or {nffer them to be bred up in the Popiſh R eligrion, becauſe they are 
as capable of Inheriting the Eſtates of their Parents or Relations, as 

any other of his Majeſties Subjects. 
The Commons do thereferc moſt earneſtly deſire your Lordſhips to 
conſider the Danger and ſad Conſequences that may befall this K:ng- 
aem by the Spreading of that Religion amongſt us, and ſeriouſly and 
cordially to j-yn withthem in removing theſe and all other Impedi- 
ments which obſtru&t the Courſe of 7Ju/tice and the due Exccution of 
the Laws, either by Expediting thoſe Remedies, which have becn of- 
tered by them to your Loraſhips, or by propoling ſuch others as may 
be more Effetta!, and that this may be done with all Expedition, 
becauſe the Commons cannot think it ſuirable to their Truſt for them to 
conſent to lay any jutvher Charge upon the People, how urgent ſoever 
rhe Occaſions may be that require it, till their minds be ſatis fied that 


84 Care and Dilligence ts uſed to ſecure the Kingdom, and prevent the . 


Dangers 


 Wangers that may wiſe from the prevalency and conntenance that uu 5;: 
ven to that Party, by ſome more effeFual Courſe than hath been provided, © 


Examinatur pex me, Wi#, Goldesbrough, Cler. Dom. Com, 


; Saturday, May the 4th. 1678, The Hoxſe of Commons paſſed 
theſe Yotes following, 


Reſolved, That the League Offenſive and Detenlive with the Srates 
General of the United Provinces, with the Articles thereanto, are not 
38 purſuant to the Adyeſſes of this Houſe, nor conliſtent with the Good 
and Safety of the Kingdom, 
| Reſolved, That it is the Opinion of this Houſe, that his Majeſty be 
= bumbly Adviſed and Delired forthwith to enter into the preſenc 
| Alliances and Confederations with the Emperor, King of Spain, and 
& ty States General of the United Provinces for the YVigorous carrying on 
of a War againſt the French, and for the Good and Safety of his Ma- 
jelly and his Kingdoms. Particularly that all Endeavours be uſed for 
continuing the States General of the United Provinces in the ſaid Con- 
federacy, and that it be agreed by all the ſaid Parties Confederated, 

| to prohibit all Trade between the Subjects, Countries and Dominions 
| of the Freach King ; That no Commodities of France or Dominions 
of the French King be Imported into their Countries from any place 
whatſoever. And alſo that all other Endeavours be uſed ro Invite all 
other Princes and States into the ſaid Confederation ; And that no 
Truce or Peace be made with the French King by his Majeity, or any 
of the Confederates without the common conſent of 4 the ſaid 
Partics. 
A "This Seaſonable Advice being by Order of the Houle preſented to 
| his Majelty that Evening, produced this Anſwer following on Aon. 
| aay Morning. 


| ; Charles R. 
IS Majeſty having been acquainted with the Votes of this Houſe 
of the-4th. inſtant, was very much ſurprized both with the Matter 
ad Formof them But if bes Majeſty had had Exceptions to neither, 
wet his Ma;eſfy baving acked the Advice of both Houſes, doth not thiak 
hr to give any Anſwer to any thing ot that Nature, til! be hath a cone 


current Advice from both Houſes. 
” 6 | 


Given at the Coxrt at White-Hall, the Cth, day of May, 1676. 
This 


* 


_ This eAvfwer having been ſeriouſly debated by the Flouſe of Cot3 
Mons, they Reſolved upon this following Addreſs,which on the x 1h) 
day of May, 1678 was preſented to his Majeſty in the Banqueting 
Houſe by the Speaker, attended with a Full Houſg, + 


The A addreſs. 


W E Your Majzſties moſt Humble and Loyal SubjeQs, the Com- 
ons in this preſent Parliament Aſſembled, do'in all Daty and 
Thankfulneſs humbly acknowledge Your Majeſties great Grace ard 
Favour in demanding our Advice upon the State of Your Majelties 
Afaires in this preſent Juncture, wherein Your Majeſtes Honour, 
and the Safety of this Kingdom is ſo nearly concerned ; according to 
which demand of Your Majeſty, we did immediately enter upon Con- 
{ideration of what was imparted to us by Your Majeſties Order ; 
and after ſerious examination and Weighing of the Matter, we did 
reſolye upon an Advice, which becauſe of the urgency of Afﬀairs and 
the Expedition they required, we did preſent in that Form that was 
not uſual in a Marter of ſo great Importance, and which we then di- 
reed our Committee to excuſe to Your Majeſty, npon that conſide- 
ration, and becauſe we apprehend the Dangers were ſo eminent that 
the delay of the lealt timemight be of great prejudice ro your Ma- 
jeſties Service, and the Safery of your Kingdom, after ſo much time 
already loſt, we thought it neceſſary to apply 1mmediately ro Your 
Majeſty by Our ſelves, which ina matter of this nature, is wholly in 
the Choice of this Houſe, and hath been frequently praQtiſed by us, 

: And becauſe theſe Occalions are ſo preſſing upon Your Majeſty, 
and the whole Kingdom deeply fen/tble thercof, We moſt humbly beſecch 
Your Majcity ro communica.e to us the Reſojutions Your Majeſty 
hath taken upon our ſaid Adyice, that thereby thoſe Eminent Dan- 
gcrs may be timely prevented, 

And whereas the Commons conceive the preſent Inconverienties and 
Dangers under which the Kingdom now lies,might either totally or in 
2 greg meaſure have been prevented, if Your Majeſty had accepred of 
that Advice, which in all humility and faithfullneſs we preſentcd to 
Your Majelty on the 26th. of May laſt , and which we reiterated to 
Your Majeſty of the 31th. of January enſuing. The Refuſing of 
which Advice, and diſmiſſing of the Parliament in May lait , was the 
occaſion of thoſe ul Conſequences which have ſince ſucceeded both at hame 
and abroad : All wiich ha: h ariſen from thoſe miſ-repreſentations of 
our Proceedings, which haye been ſuggeſted to your Mafliy by ſome 
particular 


Pn 


7} ſons ina Clandeſtine way, without the participationane®” 
advice (as we coficeive) of Your Council- Board, as though we had 
Invaded your Majeſtzes Prerogative of making Peace or War 
Whereas we did only offer our humble Advice in matters wherein 
the Safety of the Kingdom was concerned, which is a Right'was never 
- yet queſtioned in the tumes of your Rsyal Predegeſſors, and without which 
Your Majeſty can never he ſafe. Upon which Grounds your Ma'elty 
was induced to give us ſuch Anſwers to theſe two Addreſſes, RejetF- 
ing our Admice, whereby . your Majelties good Subjects bave been 
inhnitely diſcouraged, and the Srate of your Majeſties eAfairss, re- 
| duced to a moſt deplorable condition, We do therefore molt humbly de- 
| - fire, That for the good and fafery of this Kingdom, and for the fatis- 
| faction of your Subjects, your Majeſty would be graciouſly pleaſed 
; to Remove thoſe Councellours which adviſed the Anſwers to our Ad- 
| dreſſes of the 26th of May, and 31/t. of January, or either of them. | 
"* And we do further molt humbly detire your Majeſty, favourably 
to accept this our humble Petition and Adreſs, as proceeding from 
Hearts entirely devoted to your Majejties Service, and that as we have 
never yet failed of giving teſtimony of our Aﬀection and-Loyalty to 
your Majeſties Perſon and Government, {0 your Majeſty may reſt 
confidently aflured we ſhall never be wanting to Support your Ma- 
jeſties Greatneſs and Intereſt, whilſt your Majeſty relies upon our Coun- 
ſel, which can have no other End than what ſincerely tends thereunto, 
notwithſtanding any ſiniſter or ſelf-intereſted endeavours ta make Im- 
preſſions on your Majeſty to the contrary. 
eAnd we do further deſire your Majeſty that the Duke of Lauther- 
dale may be removed from your Preſence and Conncils. 


This is a True Coppy taken out of the Fourna! by William 
Geu!dsbrough, Cler. Dom. Com]* 
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To which his Majeſty was pleaſed immediately to return 
this Anſwer. 


This Addreſs « ſo Extravagant that I am not willing ſpeedily to 
£:ve u; te Aniwer it Deſerycs. 


FINIS 


« x 


